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FastTrak® College Essay   
Consultation Criteria Rubric 

Criteria  Inadequate   In Progress   Meets the Mark   Goes Above & Beyond  

Response to  
Essay  

Prompt,  
Content, &  

Development  

The main points/ideas 
are not thoughtful, lack 
detail, and difficult to  
understand. The essay 
does not address the 

assigned prompt.  

The essay’s main 
points/ideas are  

demonstrated. Partially  
responds to the essay 

prompt and shows 
some attention to 

details.  

The essay’s main 
points/ideas are  

thoughtful, developed,  
and responds to the 
prompt. The essay  

demonstrates critical  
thinking and attention 

to details.  

The essay’s main 
points/ideas are  

thoughtful, highly  
developed, and responds  
to the prompt effectively 

and intentionally. The  
essay demonstrates that 
student thinks critically  

and considers real-world 
implications and  

connections through their 
writing.  

Essay Flow & 
Organization  

The essay is 
disorganized and lacks 

structure.  
Narrative/ideas in the 

essay are jumbled,  
irrelevant, or do not  
connect. Major errors 

are present.  

The essay is mostly 
coherent and  

organized. Some points 
are out of  

place/context. 
Transitions between 
ideas are sometimes 

used.  

The essay is coherent, 
and the 

organization/structure 
is logical. The essay  

generally feels unified  
through thoughtful use 
of transitions between 
ideas and/or points of 

the narrative.  

The essay shows great 
attentiveness to detail,  

structure, and organization  
of points and/or narrative.  
Essay sparks new ideas and 

relevant connections 
throughout essay for the 

reader.  

Grammar & 
Mechanics  

Spelling, punctuation, 
and grammatical errors 

are present and  
distracting for the  
reader. Difficult to 

follow main 
points/ideas.  

Spelling, punctuation, 
and grammar are 

mostly correct. Some 
errors still present, but 

the reader can 
generally follow essay. 

May need to pause 
sometimes for clarity.  

Essay demonstrates 
minimal spelling, 
punctuation, and 

grammatical errors. 
There are few run-on 

sentences, and the 
reader can follow the 
main points/ideas of 

the essay.   

The essay shows no 
spelling, punctuation, and 
grammatical errors. There 
are no run-on sentences 
present which allows the 

reader to easily follow the 
flow of the essay’s main 

points and ideas.   

  


